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The Society continues to have eight Regional Groups active throughout England – North 

East, North West, Yorkshire, West Midlands, East Midlands, West, South West and 

Southern. There is strong interest in forming a Group in Wales and with the Chair of the 

Society we met a small group of members recently in Cardiff to take this forward. The 

possibility of a Group covering the East of England which I reported at the last AGM has not 

so far developed. 

All the Society’s Regional Groups have well developed and very varied events programmes, 

mainly local to their region but, in some cases now, national events have taken place and 

more are programmed in the coming year. The Regional pages of the Society’s website show 

the wide range of events that have been staged over the last year as well as highlighting 

important casework issues that have featured in the past year.  Support to the Society’s 

Caseworkers on a day to day basis continues to be important and in October 2016 the 

Regional Group Committee focussed specifically on how Regional Groups can effectively 

provide such support with presentations from our Caseworkers and the Chair of the 

Casework Committee. 

The recent Survey Monkey report showed that participation by members in most Regional 

Groups is strong but that participation rates vary considerably, so there is scope for further 

promotion and development in some regions. 

The Regional Group Committee has met on two occasions, as programmed, throughout the 

year. We aim to meet outside London, for these meetings, this last year in Reading and 

Nottingham, the next meeting being scheduled for Birmingham in October 2017. The choice 

of venue needs to be as accessible as possible for the wide geographical spread of our 

Groups. 

Regional Group Chairs on the Committee have been very active over the last couple of years 

in particular in promoting the need for greater flexibility in the Society’s membership offer 

to make it more attractive to younger members for whom the Society’s membership fee 

structure is perceived to be a deterrent to participation. The recent decision by Trustees to 

adopt a Supporter status and flexible Direct Debit arrangements represents a positive and 

proactive response to Regional Group concerns and will hopefully present an equally 

attractive option for participation to that increasing offered by Modernist Groups, and 

further encourage collaboration with those Groups in pursuit of the Society’s objectives. 
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There is a continuing challenge to Trustees and to the Cowcross Street Office, with all the 

other pressures it faces, to effectively manage the relationship with Regional Groups whose 

successful growth and development in recent years has increased the workload. Much has 

been done to develop a Regional dimension to the Society’s website and the coordination of 

and support for Regional Group event programmes and their integration into the national 

programme is a very positive development. With the recent appointment of the Head of 

Operations there is now an opportunity to better manage the relationship with Regional 

Groups on both strategic and day to day levels, to provide the necessary support to Groups 

and to ensure good communication at all levels, better to enable Regional Groups to take 

forward the Society’s work locally, to support our Caseworkers, to develop attractive events 

programmes and increase membership and participation in the Society. 

 


