The Mosaics of Eric Newton for L. Oppenheimer ltd in Greater Manchester Churches
A C20 Northwest Group Tour Saturday 24 June, 2017
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The firm of L. Oppenheimer Ltd was established in 1865 in Old Trafford but it was under Eric Newton’s direction during the inter-war period that the firm really flourished. Born in 1892 he was the grandson of the German founder Ludwig Oppenheimer, changing his name in the First World War.  Now known mainly as an art critic he was also an artist, designer, art historian and businessman.   He worked for the company in 1913-14, returning after war service and then continued a close association with it until 1933, although he provided occasional designs until his death in 1965.  

This tour will be visiting five churches in east Manchester, Chorlton, Heywood and Rochdale, each with extensive mosaic schemes.  They have been selected as superb examples of their type, dominating the interiors with glitter and reflected colour, conveying a profoundly moving sense of the spiritual which evokes the glories of Byzantium, Venice and Ravenna as well as Norman Sicily. The effect is enhanced by the contrast between the breathtaking opulence of the mosaic designs and the often austere architecture of the exterior.  

Our guide will be Robert Field, an authority on mosaic art and successful author, as well as a mosaic artist. The tour is led by Matthew Schofield, Chair of C20 Northwest and is arranged in association with the Tiles and Architectural Ceramics Society. Twentieth century mosaics are a somewhat neglected field; this tour is a rare opportunity to see five masterpieces by one of the leading designers/companies and promises to be a memorable experience.
Booking

£25 inclusive of coach travel on the tour.  To enable us to keep the overall charge as low as possible, there are no concessions.  Pay on the day. Tour notes will be provided.  To book email northwestc20thsociety@hotmail.co.uk.  Non-members of C20 are welcome.  If you have any queries please email this address.  Bookings and queries will usually be acknowledged within 48 hours.

Meet

Meet at 10.00 at the taxi rank on Fairfield Street at Manchester Piccadilly station.  We aim to end the tour at Piccadilly at around 17.00.

Refreshments etc
Piccadilly station has refreshment and toilet facilities; there will be further breaks during the tour.  We break for lunch in the lively Manchester suburb of Chorlton, at one the many cafés or a packed lunch in a local park. 
Summary of the tour 

Beginning at St Patrick’s, Collyhurst, (Greenhalgh & Williams, 1937) and then St Willibrord’s, Clayton (Norris & Reynolds, 1938), two large Early Christian-style churches but in a distinctive 1930s idiom, with exposed brown brick and concrete domes.  Their interiors reveal beautiful and large schemes of mosaic decoration; those at St Willibrord are probably post-war.  Listed in the 1990s, they deserve to be better known. 
After lunch we will visit Our Lady and St John (1927) in Chorlton, a traditional red brick and buff terracotta Gothic church but with one of Eric Newton’s most lavish schemes of full-wall and floor mosaics, fresco-like in their depictions of scenes from the Book of Revelation.  The attractive and unusual stained glass is by Meyer of Munich: contrasting textures and almost clear, with minimal colour.   
We then go to St Joseph’s, Heywood, a brick basilica of 1916 by the promising architect, Henry Oswald Hill, who was killed during the First World War. Its mosaics span the period from when it was built to the 1960s. Those in the semi-dome show a real knowledge and understanding of Byzantine and later-Christian mosaics; lit from above, the pale blue dove almost appears spotlit. 
On to St John the Baptist, Rochdale, a vast church with a large and early concrete dome, designed before 1916 by Henry Oswald Hill but erected after his death in 1927 by Ernest Bower Norris. Here between 1930 and 1933 a brilliant mosaic scheme by Newton was installed. The central image is of Christ the King while on each side are two scenes from the life of St John; the lower level is richly patterned with images of saints. Higher up, the imagery is of the Day of Judgement with an awe-inspiring Christ in Majesty rising over the altar in a semi-dome. Robert Field considers this mosaic scheme to show Eric Newton at the height of his powers and it makes a dramatic finale to our tour.  
Austere on the outside and often situated in bleak city locations, these Roman Catholic churches are delightful boxes of exotic jewels to the inside, unusual for British churches of the period and this will be a special opportunity to visit them all in one day.
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St John the Baptist, Rochdale (Grade II* listed)
